
ECONOMY

• Around 90% of the population farmed, thus 
making agriculture the most important industry 
in the empire. 

• Romans established a uniform system of money 
which helped to expand trade throughout the 
empire. 
– Any luxury items could be obtained through trade for 

those who could afford it. 

• They were guaranteed safe travel and trade using the 
network of roads which linked the empire to other 
parts of the world. 
– Romans were able to spread their influence through 

these trade routes.



EDUCATION

• Most Romans completed their education by age 12. 
– But, if a Roman teenager wanted to become a politician or lawyer, 

he would start studying rhetoric, the art of public speaking, when 
he was 13 or 14.

• Very few children went to school in Rome. 
• Those who did go to school were typically boys from wealthy or noble 

families. 

• They would continue their education until they officially 
became an adult at the age of 16. 
– Very rich families could afford to send their son to Athens to learn 

public speaking from the very best Greek teachers. 

• Girls from the same families were educated at home and were 
prepared for marriage and motherhood. 

• Poor children could not afford to go to school as they had to 
work. They would remain illiterate.



ENTERTAINMENT

• The family of a wealthy Roman teenager entertained often in their 
home. 

• Typically they hosted long, fancy dinner parties with live music. 
– While eating, people reclined on low couches set around the table.
– They propped themselves up on their elbows and usually ate with 

their fingers. 
• The rich lived extravagantly. They spent large sums of money on 

homes, gardens, slaves, and luxuries.
• They gave banquets that lasted for many hours and included foods 

that were rare and costly. 
– A banquet menu might include watered-down wine with a first 

course of sow (pig) udders stuffed with sea urchins, a main course 
of boiled flamingo, and roses for dessert.

• The government provided free games, races, mock battles, and 
gladiator contests which everyone could attend.



GOVERNMENT & THE EMPIRE

• During this time, there was a uniform rule of law. 
– The empire was governed by the emperor and imperial rule. 

• Workers were paid to manage the affairs of government 
such as tax collection and the postal system. 
– This would be known as a civil service. 

• Civil service workers were composed of plebeians and even 
former slaves. 
– They assisted in carrying out the day-to-day functions. 

• The empire experienced a time of peace and prosperity 
known as the Pax Romana or “Roman peace”.
– It lasted for over two centuries. 
– During this time period, the empire expanded and the 

population increased. The empire was solid.



RELIGION

• In order to gain favor and avoid bad luck, the Romans 
worshipped gods and goddesses through rituals.

• Most important Roman gods and goddesses were 
Jupiter and Juno. 

• Religion and government were closely tied together.

• Romans also worshipped the emperor as part of the 
official religion in Rome. 

• Some even practiced various religions of Asia as they 
felt these practices and beliefs were more personal 
and emotional.



ROLE OF MEN AND WOMEN

• The family was the center of Roman society. 
– The eldest man ruled the household as was customary law 

and was known as paterfamilias or “father of the family”.
– The paterfamilias controlled all property and could sell 

family members into slavery. 
• Roman women had attained almost the same social status as 

their male counterparts but could not vote. 
– Romans often married when they were teenagers. 

• On their wedding day, they celebrated with their families. 
– The groom would carry the bride over the threshold so she 

would not stumble because it was thought to be unlucky.

• Hmm…who had more freedom?? Women in Greece or women in 
Rome? 



SLAVE LIFE

• Slavery was a major part of Roman life. 
• It was very important to the economy. 

– About 1/3 of the population is said to have been slaves.
• Slaves were prisoners of war and included men, women, and 

children. 
– Children who were born to slaves also became slaves.

• According to law, slaves were the property of their owner 
which meant they could be punished, rewarded, set free, or 
put to death.
– Many were treated harshly worked all day long. 

• The strongest most fit became gladiators and were forced to 
fight to death. 

• More than a million slaves lost their lives attempting to gain 
their freedom.



VALUES

• Rome emphasized the values of discipline, strength, and 
loyalty. 

• A person with these qualities was said to have the 
important virtue of gravitas. 

• The Romans honored strength more than beauty, power 
more than grace, and usefulness more than elegance. 
– They were very practical people. 

• Punishments depended on a person’s status or wealth.
– Poorer people received harsher punishments. 

• The punishment for a serious crime might be crucifixion, 
flogging, beheading, or drowning.


